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one that involves real knowledge about the true motives and
ends of the moral life. But any attempt to give it final
expression would be contrary to the proper nature of the
moral ideal. If moral ideas develop, the science of morals
cannot stand still. The best that we can do is to express
these ideas as adequately as possible from the point of view
of a given age and a given stage of historical development
There is all the more reason why we should eliminate from
our formulas all that does not bear tfie stamp of permanence;
everything that holds good only from a particular standpoint
This character is especially marked in the case of the dis-
tinction commonly made by ethics between goods, virtues
and duties. In the first place, the notion of goods is
specifically eudsemonistic in its origin; hence, even if we
abstract from its eudaemonism, it is always liable to misuse.
The concept of virtue, referring as it does to the whole
conduct of personal life, is too remote from the motives of
particular actions; while the idea of duty, finally, obscures
the objective and universal significance of moral laws behind
their subjective and individual applications. Hence in what
follows we shall substitute the expression 'moral ends' for
* goods/ * moral motives' for 'virtues/ and 'moral norms' for
'duties/